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the morniDg of the 30th, but in the statistics of the home department 
issued up to the 10th is carried as still living. 

Very respectfully, Stuart Eldeidge, M. D., 

Sanitary Inspector, U. 8. M. H. 8. 
The Supervising Surgeon-General, 

U. 8. Marine- Hospital Service. 

MAURITIUS. 

Plague in the island. 

Consulate op the United States, 

Port Louis, Mauritius, June H, 1899. 

Sie : Eeferring to my dispatches, Nos. 63 and 64, dated, respectively, 
February 14 and March 29 of this year, I have now the honor to further 
report the developmeut and spread of bubonic plague in Mauritius, as 
taken from the press of the colony. I therefore forward 5 sheets of 
newspaper clippings, numbered 1, 2, 3, 4, 5. according to the dates of 
the several clippings which contain the debates in the council of gov- 
ernment, the reports of plague committees, the ordinances passed by 
the council, personal communications and general notes as published on 
the subject from May 1 to May 30, 1899. I am obliged to resort to this 
mode of communication in order to keep the Department posted so far 
as I am able in the absence of any official reports upon the actual state 
and sanitary condition of the island being obtainable. (See last two 
paragraphs of my dispatch No. 63, of February 14, and the first three 
paragraphs of my dispatch No. 64 of March 29, 1899.) 

It will be seen from the present inclosures the great lack of unanim- 
ity and difference of opinion existing among the members of the coun- 
cil of government regarding the character of the malady, and the 
accusations brought chiefly by the elected members of the council 
against the action of the ctiief medical officer who, up to this point, 
has refused to comply with the requests of the elected members in 
having guinea pigs inoculated with the virus extracted from the glands 
of the victims who are daily dying from the existing malady, whatever 
it may be. 

The only diagnosis of the malady that has been already made under 
the directions of an expert doctor brought here from India (at a great 
expense to the colony and under the supervision of the board of health, 
which has been largely increased since the breaking out of the plague) 
is that of the analysis of the blood of the victims which the chief 
medical officer, the expert doctor, and the board of health contend to 
be sufficient. But such contentions are not sufficient to satisfy the 
demands of the elected members of the council, who accuse the whole 
medical staff of the colony with incompetency and of keeping the 
people in a state of excitement almost bordering on disorder. 

Some weeks ago the whole town was posted with posters calling on 
the people to go en masse to the government house and demand the 
governor to give them some correct information regarding the policy of 
the government toward stamping out the plague, and to request some 
guarantee for the property destroyed by fire in the infected localities at 
the instance of the government and the board of health. The crowd 
was heard by the mayor of Port Louis. It seems that their loud talk 
and excited conduct annoyed and angered the governor. 

A few days afterwards the town was again posted with placards, 
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which were signed at the bottom '"Many fathers of families," calling 
on these men to go to the government house and demand protection for 
themselves and their dear ones against the plague. On this occasion 
precautions were taken by the governor. Police and soldiers were 
placed on guard to prevent their entrance to government house. The 
same evening the billsticker who posted the walls of the town with 
these placards was arrested under the provision of some ordinance pro- 
hibiting such action without having authority to do so. The author of 
these placards up to the arrest of the billsticker was unknown. The 
next day the editor of the Cernien, in order to save the poor man who 
stuck up the bills, went to the police station and confessed that he was 
the author of the placards and also employed the man to post them up! 
The billsticker was at once released and the editor arrested. He imme- 
diately gave bail, and up to the present writing nothing more has been 
beard of the affair. 

The large amount of money that has already been disbursed by the 
government toward crushing out the plague without any apparent 
results has caused much comment and bad feeling among the tax-paying 
part of the community, Besides, the means adopted toward this end 
are considered as useless squandering of th« public moneys. To illus- 
trate : Various charges have been made in the uses of government 
buildings. The Eoyal College, which was totally destroyed by the 
great hurricane of 1892, and which has been just rebuilt at an immense 
outlay of money to the colony, and which has been constructed for 
educational purposes, has been turned into a hospital, and without any 
alterations having been made in the building to fit it for hospital pur- 
poses. One hundred and fifty patients under treatment at the civil 
hospital, a large building especially fitted for general medical, surgical, 
and hospital purposes, have been removed from this ancient home for 
the sick because a few dead rats were found in the hospital. The stu- 
dents of the Royal College, numbering about 200, have been dispersed 
here and there in the interior towns in rented buildings, whilst the 
civil hospital building has been turned over to the customs official. It 
is said that this building is also quite useless for such purposes without 
extensive alterations being made, which would incur an immense 
expenditure of money. 

The various newspaper clippings which I inclose under another cover 
will give the Department a clearer idea of the state of affairs there than 
anything I could write about them. 

It only remains for me to make a few remarks about my own sur- 
roundings, which, I hope, the Department will take into its serious 
consideration. When I arrived here I found the former consulate 
closed and its appurtenances indiscriminately packed away in the base- 
ment belonging to the store of the vice consul. In selecting a new 
location for the consulate, I chose the present situation as one of the 
best and most respectable parts of the town. But since the outbreak 
of the plague the place has undergone many changes, as mentioned in 
former dispatches. A lazaretto to house the so-called convalescents 
returning from the segregated ranches has been established quite near 
the consulate and the Mohammedans have purchased a large building 
nearly opposite the consulate and have turned it into a hospital for 
their own people, as they will not allow them to be treated according 
to Christian practices. The Royal College referred to in this dispatch, 
is but a few blocks away, so that the Department may easily see my 
critical position and dangerous surroundings. 
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Over a year and a half ago, in my dispatch Kb. 49, dated January 
27, 1898, I asked the Department to grant me permission to reside, at 
least during the summer months, in some of the higher districts of the 
island, which are comparatively free from the malarial diseases, a priv- 
ilege which had been enjoyed by nearly all my predecessors. "Dp to 
date I have received no answer to my petition. This last summer I 
have suffered immensely from frequent violent attacks of malarial 
fever. Under the changed condition of things surrounding the consu- 
late I will be compelled in self-preservation to make some changes as 
soon as I can find some convenient place for the consulate. In the 
interim I deem it my duty to inform the Department of my intention, 
and to again ask the required permission from the Department to allow 
me to reside, at least during the six months of a Mauritius summer, in 
some of the interior towns of the island. 

As stated in former dispatches, I am the only foreign official residing 
in Port Louis. All the English and colonial officials and foreign con- 
suls reside in some of the interior towns of the colony, even the soldiers 
not being allowed to stay in Port Louis during the summer season. 
Eespectfully, yours, John P. Campbell, 

United States Consul. 

MEXICO. 

Inspection service at Mexico, Monterey, and San Luis Potosi. 

Mexico, Mexico, July SI, 1899. 
Sir : I have the honor to make my weekly report as follows : At 
Mexico 115 passengers were inspected ; of this number, 3 were detained 
and baggage disinfected, and 112 were passed without detention or dis- 
infection. At Monterey, for the week ended July 29. 56 passengers 
were inspected and passed. The inspector at Monterey, Dr. Walter H. 
Vilas, reports the health of that city to be very good. At San Luis 
Potosi, for the week ended July 29, 7 passengers were inspected and 
passed. 

Eespectfully, yours, L. E. Cofer, 

Assistant Surgeon, TJ. S. M. H. S. 
The Supervising Surgeon-General, 

TJ. S. Marine-Hospital Service. 

Passengers for Havana and New York via Vera Cruz to be inspected at City 

of Mexico. 

Mexico, Mexico, July 81, 1899. 
Sir : I have the honor to inform you that on and after this date pas- 
sengers for Havana and New York via Vera Cruz will be inspected 
here, and certificates issued and baggage labeled according to their 
health status. When necessary baggage will be disinfected and labeled 
accordingly. 

Eespectfully, yours, L. E. Cofer, 

Assistant Surgeon, TJ. S. M. H. S. 
The Supervising Surgeon- General, 

TJ. S. Marine-Hospital Service. 



